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Transforming primary education in Kent 
with Google for Education
Great Chart Primary is a two-form entry Primary School based in 
Ashford Kent, and rated outstanding by Ofsted in 2016. Google 
for Education plays a day-to-day part in the lives of teachers, 
pupils and support staff at the school.

Google for Education has revolutionised the school in the last few 
years. They have invested in Chromebook devices across Key 
Stage 2, and all year groups have access to Google Classroom, 
which is used regularly for access to resources and work both in 
and out of school time.

The largest transformation that Great Chart has seen is with 
their teaching staff, not only in the class but with how they plan 
and share their documents and resources.

Since using Google for Education, Great Chart has seen an 
increase in attainment for boy’s writing. Year 6 teachers 
observed that by using Google for Education, they have seen a 
higher level of pupil engagement and a reduction in behaviour 
incidents in lesson, which in turn has improved their attainment.

Parents have also been involved in the school’s journey in moving 
to Google for Education. They have seen positive impacts on their 
children’s learning. Some comments from parents include ‘It's fun 
so it motivates him’, ‘It makes homework more interesting’ and ‘It 
will give him increased confidence with technology which will 
help him as he gets older.’

Supporting 
students with 
Google Classroom 
Using Google Classroom, 
teachers and students are able 
to collaborate on work 
together. Teachers and 
students always have access 
to the work created, as it’s 
stored on Google Drive. 
Teachers are also able to use 
the built-in mark book and 
rubric tools to plan and mark 
work. By using Google 
Classroom, huge savings can 
be made on the purchasing of 
homework diaries and student 
planners, as Classroom and 
Google Calendar can replace 
them entirely.

“I enjoy using Google in many 
different ways such as using 
Google Docs to draft work or 
using Google Drive to save 

work to edit it later. There's so 
many ways I can use Google 
and I don’t know what I'd do 

without it.” 

-Archie, Year 6 Student.



Collaboration between students and teachers 
with Google Drive
Google Drive enables students to work together 
in teams and small groups on the same files. The 
collaborative tools built in to Classroom with 
Google Docs, Sheets and Slides allows teachers 
to view and comment on their work prior to 
submission to support them in their learning.
Staff also use Shared Drives in Google Drive to 
share and work on resources between them, 
reducing planning and content creation time, 
keeping all of their resources together, which has 
reduced the workload of staff.
It has also proved a very useful tool for the school 
Governors too as they’ve moved to a completely 
digital workflow, reducing printing and postage 
and improving the communications between 
them and the school.

Group Peer Assessment
Teachers use the free to use Google Chromecast 
for Education to allow the display of pupil’s 
screens on the digital whiteboard, this helps the 
school generate discussion around work, show 
examples of good work to peers and helps 
increase the engagement of the students. It’s 
built-in tools allow the teacher complete control 
over who gets to share their screen with the class 
and when.
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Work Flexibility with G Suite
G Suite can also be accessed from any device, in 
any location. This has provided total flexibility to 
staff and students when they work away from 
the school. Because of the power of Google 
Drive’s cloud based storage, Great Chart have 
completely eliminated USB sticks, and 
complicated on-site file server solutions.
Not only has this helped with GDPR compliance, 
but it has also reduced the cost of expensive 
on-site server infrastructure. Savings made have 
allowed Great Chart to invest in Chromebook 
devices for students to use, increasing access to 
technology directly in the classroom.

The future for Great Chart
Great Chart recognised very early into their 
journey with Google for Education that the 
changes required would be iterative and take 
time to properly embed, and they would need the 
right support and training for their staff. By doing 
this, Great Chart have found that the school’s 
computing needs have been completely met in 
the cloud with G Suite for Education.

Over the next few years, the school plans to 
continue their journey and eventually remove all 
of their old, on-site legacy hardware. When 
teachers need their hardware refreshed, Great 
Chart now issue Chromebooks, replacing legacy 
platforms and hardware. Their slow, planned and 
supported roll-out of Google for Education, G 
Suite and Chromebooks has shown them that it’s 
a platform that can completely replace all of their 
computing needs across the school. 
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“I like using the Chromebooks to do work 
because it’s easy to do things and it’s easy to 

log into everything. You are not wasting paper 
either”

 - Leah, Year 6 Student.


